MAIMONIDES

MISHNEH TORAH

Hilchot Kiddush HaChodesh
The Laws of the Sanctification of the New Moon

24. The rationales for all these calculations, and the reasons why this
number is added, and why that subtraction is made, and how all these
concepts are known, and the proofs for each of these principles are
[the subject] of the wisdom of astronomy and geometry, concerning
which the Greeks wrote many books.

These texts are presently in the hands of the sages. The texts written
by the Sages of Israel in the age of the prophets from the tribe of
Yissachar have not been transmitted to us. Nevertheless, since these
concepts can be proven in an unshakable manner, leaving no room for
question, the identity of the author, be he a prophet or a gentile, is
of no concern. For a matter whose rationale has been revealed
and has proven truthful in an unshakable manner, we do not rely on
[the personal authority of] the individual who made these statements or
taught these concepts, but on the proofs he presented and the reasons
he made known.
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